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[Cohens verses Virginia, 19 U.S. 264, 6 Wheat. 265; 5 L.Ed. 257 (1821)] and 
[Downes verses Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (1901)]. 
“Tt is clear that Congress, as a legislative body, exercise two species of legislative 
power: the one, limited as to its objects, but extending all over the Union: the 
other, an absolute, exclusive legislative power over the District of Columbia. The 
preliminary inquiry in the case now before the Court, is, by virtue of which of 
these authorities was the law in question passed?” [Cohens verses Virginia, 19 


U.S. 264, 6 Wheat. 265; 5 L.Ed. 257 (1821)]. 


[Downes verses Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (1901)]. 

“The idea prevails with some, indeed it has found expression in arguments at the 
bar, that we have in this country substantially two national governments; one to 
be maintained under the Constitution, with all of its restrictions; the other to be 
maintained by Congress outside the independently of that instrument, by 
exercising such powers [of absolutism] as other nations of the earth are 
accustomed to.. I take leave to say that, if the principles thus announced should 
ever receive the sanction of a majority of this court, a radical and mischievous 
change in our system of government will result. We will, in that event, pass from 
the era of constitutional liberty guarded and protected by a written constitution 
into an era of legislative absolutism.. It will be an evil day for American liberty if 
the theory of a government outside the supreme law of the land finds lodgment in 
our constitutional jurisprudence. No higher duty rests upon this court than to exert 


its full authority to prevent all violation of the principles of the Constitution.” 
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